
To make country married life on its practical side the ideally happy working 
partnership. 

 
 
"Eery farmer … should have the house equipped with as many conveniences as possible 

to lessen the tiresome duties of the womenfolk.  The most convenient and comfortable 
house would be one under one roof, with large, lofty rooms, and a verandah all 
around…  The kitchen, being the workshop of the housewife, should be the room with 

the most conveniences, and made as cool as possible in summer.  If the walls of the 
kitchen are painted to a height of about 4 ft. it would need very little work to keep 

them clean and neat.  Tiling the walls for that height with white tiles has been 
suggested … this would be a splendid idea, only that tiles are rather expensive.  A 
"built-stove" assists in the cooking, and the stove retains the heat for a long period.  A 

good plan for throwing light on to the top of the stove is to build a window in the 
outside wall of the chimney, just about a foot or so above the top of the stove.  The 
laying on of water to the kitchen can easily be carried out by having a tank raised on to 

a stand, and a pipe put through the wall, with a tap inside in the most convenient 
place.  This saves a great deal of time and labor.  Other conveniences for the kitchen 
are cupboards for the saucepans, etc., and shelves with hooks underneath on which to 

hang the articles used for cooking and washing up. 
 
"The bathroom is a necessity, and area when there is only an underground tank it is not 

impossible for water to be laid on to the bathroom.  A small galvanised-iron tank on a 
high stand connected with the underground tank by a pipe, and water pumped into it 
by a force pump, will provide water for both shower and bath heater.  Then there are 

conveniences which can be put into the washhouse.  Water can be laid on, and taps put 
above the wash troughs.  A washing machine can be installed, and if there is a 
sufficient supply and pressure of water available, a water wheel can be used to drive 

the washing machine.  A dairy is also a necessity on a farm, to enable the housewife to 
keep cream, butter, eggs, meat, etc., cool and fresh with very little trouble.  To make a 

cool dairy it is a good plan to build a concrete roof and then put an iron one about 6 in. 
above it.  …  The cowshed should be built away from the other buildings, but not too 
far from the house.  I would have it open to the east, and one or two doors in the 

western side to allow for thorough airing. 
 
“The time is not very distant when a country home will not be called complete unless it 

has a power installation for doing the washing, separating, ironing and lighting 
appliances, and be connected with the telephone [the home, not the power installation!  
Ed.].  If the man on the land endeavored to provide such conveniences as those 

mentioned, … the drudgery of the housewife would be lessened, and a very important 
point in arresting the drift of the rural population to the city would have been made. 
 



From a paper presented by Mrs O. E. Davidson.  Farm Housewife (1924, February 16).  
The Kangaroo Island Courier (Kingscote, SA:  1907 - 1951), p. 4.  
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article191550468 
[How might the “man on the land” have reacted to this article?] 
 

 
Submitted by email from David Wilson, 1 January 2020. 


