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Illegal booze sales boom
Matt Garrick
VULNERABLE
drinkers
turned away from bottleshops
are being lured into buying
black-market booze for hugely
marked up prices, with reports
of cheap wine being sold for
$70 and rum for more
than $100.
Police have confirmed
unlawful alcohol sales in Alice
Springs have risen since police
began being stationed outside
bottleshops last year.
Acting
Superintendent
Virginia Read said the “secondary supply of liquor” has
increased in the Red Centre, as
people search for “alternative
ways” to gain access to alcohol.

“That bottle of
wine that sells
for $9 or $10
will now sell
for $70.”
“While
there
is
no
consistency on the price that
this secondary supply liquor
attracts, it is believed to be
considerably more than liquor
lawfully purchased,” Supt
Read said.
“Alice Springs Police have
been monitoring the increase
in the unlawful sale and
purchase of liquor and have

undertaken a number of operations targeting people and
premises identified as being involved in the unlawful activity,
and continue to act on intelligence pertaining to the secondary supply of liquor.”
During the last 12 months,
four people have been brought
before the courts in connection
to the unlawful sale of liquor.
Of these, one has been convicted of unlawful supply and
the remaining three are still
before the courts.
It was reported earlier this
week a going rate for a bottle of
rum on the street in Alice
Springs was $100, and a $10
bottle of wine about $35.
Chair of the Central

Australian Aboriginal Alcohol
Programs Unit (CAAAPU)
Eileen Hoosan said she was
aware of instances where
drinkers had been charged $70
for a bottle of cheap wine.
“That bottle of wine that
sells for $9 or $10 will now sell
for $70, I’ve heard,” Ms Hoosan said. “It depends how
desperate people are to drink;
they will pay $70 and $100. For
a bottle of rum they would pay
more than $100.”
Other prices she listed were
$100 for a carton of beer, and
$100 for five-litre wine casks,
which are transported into
town from South Australia.
The prohibitive measures
of alcohol purchase for

indigenous residents has led to
the boom in black market
sales, she said.
“Prohibition
encourages
black marketing. And black
marketing is here, and people
do know where to go and get
grog after hours, on weekends
and that’s another big problem
that we’ve got to deal with as
an indigenous community.”
Ms Hoosan said she
believed such black marketers
were both “town campers as
well as people in town”.
Another dangerous trend is
the possible increase in the
consumption of volatile substances such as methylated
spirits. Supt Read said the consumption of such substances

Disruption
to airport
approach
PASSENGERS flying from
Alice Springs Airport on
Sunday morning and early
afternoon are urged to arrive
two hours early to avoid being
cut off from their flight by up to
1000 trucks.
The National Road Transport Hall of Fame Truckies
Reunion truck parade on
August 30, from 9-11am, is
expected to cause delays to
airport-bound traffic.
There is a flight to Perth at
9.50am on Sunday.
Northern Territory Airports recommend passengers
arrive two hours before their
scheduled flight.
Airlines will have check-in
counters open from 8.30am
and Cafe Terra Rosa will be
open from 8.30am.
Alice Springs Town Council
Mayor Damien Ryan said
those flying out should be
through The Gap by 9am or
they will be “tearing their
hair out”.
He said residents who
usually get there half an
hour before should reconsider
their driving time.
Mr Ryan said drivers planning to try and drive Ilparpa
Rd to Old Timers Villages will
still get cut off.
Traffic leaving the airport is
expected to be fine.
After the Perth flight, there
will be a flight to Melbourne at
12.15pm, Brisbane at 12.25pm,
Darwin 12.35. Flights to Adelaide, Sydney and Ayers Rock
leave in the next hour-a-half
after the Darwin flight.

Star’s sentence
on suspension
A STAR of 2009 film Samson
and Delilah has been given a
suspended sentence for a number of offences.
Rowan
McNamara
appeared in Alice Springs
Magistrates Court on Tuesday.
He was charged with
engaging in conduct that contravenes a domestic violence
order, as well as being armed
with an offensive weapon and
damaging property.
He received a 35-day
imprisonment order that was
fully suspended.

Cash to benefit
communities

Victoria’s first female semi-trailer driver Helen Dann will be inducted into the truckies’ Wall of Fame tomorrow.

Picture: REX NICHOLSON

Honour for state’s first female truckie
Steve Menzies
WHEN she was 17, Helen
Dann was the first woman
to gain a licence to drive a
semi-trailer in Victoria.
Now, almost 50 years later,
she still does not consider
herself as a pioneer of the
transport industry.
Mrs Dann is one of about
300 truckies who will be
inducted into the Shell Rimula
Wall of Fame tomorrow.

“There was only myself
originally,” Mrs Dann said.
“I was so excited and
enjoyed it from my first job,
delivering livestock in Victoria.
“I wanted to do everything
the blokes did – load 44-gallon
drums, wheat bails and
the rest.”
Her love of trucks came as a
young girl sleeping out on the
veranda at Tahmoor on the old
Hume Highway and hearing
the trucks powering up the hill.

Although Ms Dann has
driven trucks around Australia
this is her first visit to the
Territory.
Mrs Dann married a
farmer, who she had delivered
a load of sheep to, and retired
from driving to raise a family
40 years ago.
She
also
became
a
schoolteacher and has worked
with disabled children.
But trucking remains in her
blood and she answered the
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call to come to Alice Springs
for the Truckies Reunion.
“I am honoured, but a
bit embarrassed at being
inducted,” Mrs Dann said.
“It is so exciting to see all
the trucks here at the National
Road Transport Hall of Fame.
“This reunion is an
awesome event.”
The public are welcome
to attend the induction
ceremony at Hall of Fame
tomorrow at 9am.

GRANTS worth $3 million are
up for grabs to help Territory
councils create distinct projects or essential infrastructure
for communities.
Minister for Local Government Bess Price announced
the opportunity to apply for
Local Government Special
Purpose Grants before a
September 7 deadline.
“I urge councils across the
Territory to apply today and
come up with initiatives or
projects that will benefit the
whole community,” she said.
Special purpose grants in
the past includes more than
$40,000 for Alice Springs
Town Council to install security lighting and CCTV at Francis Smith Memorial Park and
more than $80,000 for MacDonnell Regional Council to
upgrade grandstands and
shade structures at six ovals.
More information is available at dlgcs.nt.gov.au/localgovernment/counciltoolbox
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was monitored, “but it is not
known if there has been an
increase in this type of behaviour since the introduction of
the (police outside bottleshops) strategy”.
“Liaison with the Department of Health and local businesses has assisted us with
limiting supply and ensuring
appropriate care is provided to
those who are found to have
been drinking these types of
substances,” she said.
“While
acknowledging
there is an increased trend in
this area, it is not significant,
and has not transpired into
increased community harm in
the context of increased crime
in the community.”
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