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A GOOD TOWNSWOMAN

DEATH OF MRS. C. DUNSTAN

A Life Usefully Spent

Much sorrow will be felt among her

friends and the townspeople of Wagga
and the district at the death of Mrs.

Caroline Dunstan, widow of Mr. Henry

Dunstan, which occurred early yester-

day afternoon, after a brief illness, at

the residence of her son and daughter-

in-law, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Dun-
ft

stan, "Kirkwood,"
Kincaid st

Wagga. Mrs. Dunstan, since returning

from Melbourne, where she was in

attendance on her son Roy, who had

received serious injuries in an accident

and was in hospital for some weeks,

had not been in her usual health, and

on October 16 entered Welwyn Hos-

pital for treatment. Unfortunately, al-

though she had all the attention that

medical science and good nursing

could give she failed to recover. She

died peacefully, with many members of

her family at her bedside. The deceas-

ed bore her distressing illness with the

same firmness and Christian fortitude

that had characterised all her move-

ments through life.

Mrs. Dunstan was a woman of wonder-

ful energy and was unflagging in her ef-

forts to assist every women's move-

ment for the town's welfare. She was

member of the Churchwomen's Union,

and secretary of the Women's Auxiliary

of the Wagga District Hospital for

two or three years. Also she was a

member of the Wagga Croquet Club,

the Shakespearean Society and the

Tutorial Class. She was the successful

secretary of the flower show con-

ducted in connection with the Church

of England
this

year,
and was secre- &nbsp;

tary of the Wagga branch of the

Country Women's Association in the

early period of its activities. During

the war Mrs. Dunstan was an ardent

Red Cross worker. It will be readily

seen, therefore, that she did her part

for the town and will be missed by

many friends and co-workers.

Mrs. Dunstan, who would
have

&nbsp;

reached her 70th year in January
was a of the late Mr.

and Mrs. William Hine, of Rupanyup
(V.). It was her pleasure early

in this year to make a return visit to

her birthplace, Vaughan, near Castle-

maine, where she was welcomed and

remembered by many old residents as

Miss "Carrie" Hine, the schoolmis-

tress of Vaughan in her single days.

After their marriage she and Mr. Dun-

stan, who died in 1914, resided at

Minyip and Charlton, in the Wim- &nbsp;

&nbsp;

mera district, and later spent 16 years &nbsp;

at Yackandandah, in the Victorian
&nbsp;

&nbsp;

at Yackandandah, in the Victorian
&nbsp;

north-east. Her husband had founded
&nbsp;

newspapers in each of these towns, &nbsp;

the "Minyip Guardian," "Charlton
&nbsp;

Independent," and "Yackandandah

Times." Coming to New South Wales

in 1906, the "Urana Independent" was &nbsp;

established; but there, retiring for a

time from presswork, Mr. Dunstan en-

tered into local government work. He

was shire clerk at Urana, later shire

clerk of the Wollondilly Shire, The

Oaks, and then moved to

Mascot

as &nbsp;

town clerk. He rejoined his sons in

journalism to take over the "Lockhart

Leader" in 1911 and the "Wagga Ex-

press" in 1913. Giftedin
journalistic

&nbsp;
ability and inclination, both her father

and husband being journalists, Mrs.

Dunstan had entered largely into her

husband's many undertakings, and un-

dertook a big share of newspaper social

reporting work. Her women's column,
under the pen name of "Caro," had

been a regular feature in the "Ex-

press" for many years; but her best

journalistic successes were, perhaps, in

her musical and art critiques. Apart
from her portion as a member of num-

erous local committees, "Caro" had
helped these many public bodies won-

derfully in her constant running pub-
licity of all their doings and move-

ments. Unusual interest had been
taken by her in the work of the
schools, and for years she had been
most constant in her attendance upon
school speech days, frequently visiting
three and four schools in the one day
and having something new and bright
to write of each. She, moreover, did
her share in assisting with many of the
school examinations. She was secretary
of the Wagga District Rural School
jubilee movement.

Moving with her husband into local

government circles, Mrs. Dunstan there
also made herself familiar with the
work, and it was her proud claim

clerk in this State when, on her hus-
band leaving

The Oaks,
the

Wollon-

&nbsp;
dilly

council accepted her offer to re- &nbsp;

main in charge of the council office for
a period of about six months, pending
the appointment of a successor. In the

several

towns of her residence,

Mrs. &nbsp;
Dunstan

left behind her a
well remem- &nbsp;

bered record of public work. The home,
nevertheless, was never neglected. As

an instance, she had thrown herself
into the work of the Pastoral and Agri-
cultural Society's show at Yackan-
dandah, of which her husband was

secretary for several years, and her
cookery, preserves, and needlework
there formed features of the industrial
work. The labor involved was lost

sight of in the joy of her claiming the
food and cookery honors of one show
with 65 prize cards in those sections.
Her exhibiting at all times more-
over,

with the sole spirit of
assisting

in
&nbsp;

the
building

up of
the show.

One of
&nbsp;

the

first maternity

cottage

hospitals &nbsp; &nbsp;
in Victoria was erected largely at Mrs.
Dunstan's instance at Yackandandah.
She was the convener of the public
meeting, one of the most active can-

vassers of the district for the first

can-

vassers of the district for it, the first

president in control of the institution

providing for eight patients, and was

made a life member on her leaving the
district. It was tbe success of this
little hospital in Victoria, that prompt-
ed her in later years to move the
Wagga branch of the Country Women's
Association, during her secretaryship
of that body, to organise for a matern-
ity hospital at

Wagga,

and to
place

&nbsp;

most objectives
of the C.W.A.

move- &nbsp;

ment. In cases of illness, Mrs. Dun-
stan will be fondly remembered in
many Victorian homes for her very
practical nursing help and neighbor-
ly assistance. Her active participation
in public movements locally is perhaps
best shown in the numerous tributes
paid to her in minutes and
ceived by her in the last few days
from the Mayor of Wagga, the
Wagga District Hospital board of
management, Wagga Croquet Club,
Calliope Club, High School Par-
ents and Citizens' Association, Country
Women's Association, St. John's
Mothers' Union and others. Borne of
her many secretaryships included the
Wagga District Hospital Women's
Auxiliary, Country Women's Associa-
tion and the Wagga

women's

branch of
the Nationalist Association. Hers was
a most regular figure in

attendance

&nbsp;
upon market day street stalls for these
and other movements. During the war

she was secretary of the Soldiers' Com-

fort Fund, and a worker, for the many
war works and patriotic movements.
A constant advocate for woman's place

in public life and of woman's duty
in this respect, "Caro" lost no oppor-
tunity of writing her firm views and
woman's realm in this direction has
lost a strong champion. Her own part
in the many movements, however, was

largely as an encouragement to others
to come forward, and it is from such a

spirit as this that many women's com-

mittees have had their foundation.

She was proud moreover, of her ap-
pointment as one of the first batch of
women justices of the peace for the

&nbsp;

Wagga district, though she looked upon
the

appointment

as the more gratify- &nbsp;ing

as a
general recognition of

women's

&nbsp;
dues than of her own. In political work
she was untiring, and from the time
women were given the franchise she
did her utmost in her electorates to

arouse the womenfolk to recognition of
their politicial responsibility. One of
her chief efforts in this direction

through many campaigns had been in

doing the rounds of the public and cot-

tage hospitals to assist the patients in

the recording of their votes. Through-
out her life Mrs. Dunstan had been
devoted to the service of her Church,
as a chorister and Sunday School
helper in her younger days, and in

general organising assistance in later

years. To her energy, with that of a

small band of enthusiasts, the build-

ing of St. Mark's Church of England
at Mascot was chiefly due and a
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at Mascot was chiefly due and a

rector obtained for the new parish.

Her Church and school interests had

many times brought out her resource-

fulness in the staging of concerts, can-

tatas, flower shows, and similar enter-

tainments.

A PUBLIC APPRECIATION

When the serious nature of Mrs.

Dunstan 's illness became locally known
a group of townswomen, with the

Mayoress (Mrs. E. E. Collins) and a

former Mayoress (Mrs. W. F. Day) at

their head, initiated a movement of

public appreciation of Mrs. Dunstan's

many activities within the town and
district, and with a determination

that that appreciation should be con-

veyed to her while there was yet time
for her to be gratified and comforted

by it. The voluntary response was an

unusually generous one, and the pre-

sentation at her bedside of a substan-
tial cheque had given all the delight

and joy intended of it.

Mrs. Dunstan leaves a grown-up fam-
ily of four sons, Charles Wilmot,

George Ernest, Augustus Albion (Gus)

(Wagga) and Roy (Melbourne "Argus"
staff), and three married

daughters, &nbsp;

Mrs. Francis Moore (Ruby), of "Lance-

wood," Barmedman, Mrs. James T.

Rogers (Pearl), of Grafton, and Mrs.

Alan C. Cox (Nellie), of Five Dock,

Sydney. Her eldest son, Hal, died at

Rutherglen in 1911. Two brothers, Mr.
R. J. Hine, of Gisbome (V.), and Mr.
Charles Hine, of New Zealand, and
two sisters, Mrs. C. D. Logan, of Mac-
lean, and

Mrs.

C. E.
Layh, of Sydney,

survive her. Three brothers, Messrs.
Thomas Downey Hine, of Bribaree, Wil-
liam Hine, of Gormanston (T.), and

George Hine, of Rupanyup (V.), pre-

deceased her.

The funeral is appointed for this

afternoon. The body will be placed
in St. John's Church at noon, and
following a short service in the church
at 3.30 o'clock, the cortege will move

thence for the Anglican portion of
the Wagga cemetery. Members of

&nbsp;

clubs affiliated with the Wagga Cricket
Association, with which the Dunstan
family has been actively connected
for many years, are requested by the

executive of the association to at-

tend.


